300	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
such unrestrained accusations against Austria that Pour-
tales expressed the fear that he was blinded by his hatred
of Austria. "Hate," replied Sazonov, "is foreign to my
nature. I do not hate Austria; I despise her." Finally
he exclaimed: "Austria is seeking a pretext to gobble up
Serbia; but in that case Russia will make war on Austria."
Pourtales sought to calm him by-expressing his conviction
that, at most, Austria was only intending to inflict a de-
served chastisement on Serbia, and was far from thinking
of making territorial gains. But Sazonov shook his head
doubtingly: "First Serbia would be gobbled up; then will
come Bulgaria's turn; and then we shall have her on the
Black Sea/'51
The interview was a tense one, and served only to
accentuate more sharply the conflict between two views
• which were now coming into dangerous conflict—should the
Austro-Serbian question remain "localized/' or be "Euro-
peanized." As Pourtales was leaving Sazonov's office,
Paleologue was waiting to come in and learn the decisions
taken by the Ministerial Council and the outcome of the
interview with Pourtales, but his reports as published do
not give a satisfactory account of what passed between him
and the Russian Foreign Minister.52
WARLIKE PORTENTS AT KRASNOE SELO, JULY 25
On Saturday, July 25, the wave, of midsummer heat
which had been hanging over St. Petersburg for a month
seemed to reach its climax. The trains were crowded witn
peace-loving people pouring out for the summer holidays.
Out on the sun-baked plain at Krasnoe Selo, the Tsar and
all St. Petersburg's high society were gathered to witness
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